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□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

H C,aim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

K Claimfs)!^ _ is/are allowed. 

H Claim <*>20 is/are rejected. 

D Claim(s) . „ is/are objected to. 

^ c,a,ms are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

Kl See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on j s Qpproved [disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1X1 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
Kl AN □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

Kl received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 08/798,5 1 6 . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

Kl Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Application/Control Number: 09/322579 
Art Unit: 3736 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Goldenberg. 
Seller shows a device including a needle 56, a fiber 48, and a laser source that generates light at a 
wavelength 2.06 microns and intensity 35 mj in the disclosed ranges. Hence, it is capable of 
liquefying adipose and anticipates the claim. 

Claims 1-19 are allowable. None of the art shows a laser treatment system that liquefies 
that adipose for removal. Massengill is the closest art. It heats water with a laser, which then 
diffuses through apertures at the distal tip to liquefy the adipose. The examiner notes that 
Massengill stresses that there is no laser/adipose contact. Therefore, the claims define over 
Massengill, as the claims require contacting the adipose with the laser. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Massengill shows an alternate system to remove adipose. 

Dressel shows a device that uses a laser to cut adipose and then aspirates the fat out 
through a suction system. It has not means to liquefy the adipose tissue. 

Keller and Everett show laser treatments similar to the claimed invention. 
Goldenberg shows a device operating at the power levels required by claim 20. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Robert L. Nasser Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 308-325 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate Fridays from 8:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gary O'Connor, can be reached on (703) 308-0858. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 308-0758. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [cary.o* connor@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express 
waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the 
Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on 
February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0858. 
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